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This chrons; .
Onicle is in no sense an account of the technical

develo
pment of the A.I.D.Test House., The story of the

&rowth g .
nd expansion of testing methods is told in official

docume 3
nts and in Departmental files, but this record is

8imply of Test House as a community. The comings and
g0ings of very ordinary folk, their, sometimes brief, sojourn
within the confines of Test House, and the various social
events to which they have contributed may, I hope, prove of
some interest to those whose livelihood has been bound up
with this place.

Social scandals and g_laring iniquities there may have
been in plmty; but these are, to m;r. mind, dwarfed by the
api.rit' ;Df tolerance and good fellowship which somehow or
other has carried us through even the most difficult crises.

To be in the midst of such a community, and at the same
time endeavouring to view it with some detachment has been

an enchanting and i1luminating experience.
My warmest thanks are due to the staff of the photographic

section, to officers of the Social Club, to Miss Bartholomew

for her excellent work in typing the MS., and to others for

their asgistance and co-operation in this work.

To one friend in particular and to many more whose

deship has been a Joy and inspiration through the dark
comra

1ittle diary is dedicated.

years of war, this

L.D.Jd.



PROLOGUSR

\ truveller on lhe (in) famous '852' “us route
betweern Uxbridge wid dcomnowrth, on reashinc tae
ancient village of .arelfleld, will prodbdly hear the
eonduc tor annowice wiih sone selemity = "Ailr Hinistey" =
and glance around exjpyecting the moat importantelooking
pPessenyers to all hit. Jhonld the conduetor be in
fecetious mood the announcement mey be "Home of Rest”™,

:r "Aelele Guest louse", but rerely is the correct name

The trave.ler may wonder to what this eryptic
announcement rerers, and peering from the bus windows
will espy an eighteentih century mancion standing
giant elus belidnd a long brick wall, and then adja B
partly hidden by the cotlages fronting the village
street, a lerge modorn rel-brick dbuilding, Here is the

AeleDs Test Hm“p Harefield,

This i2 the officlal name of the Establishment, dut
the mension itgelfl rejoices in the gneiont and more
eristocratic name of "larefield House". Standing
aloof from the modern erections clustaoring around it,
the 0ld nouse still preserves something of its former
dipgnity, ag if to preocl-oim its allegiance to tradition
and perhaps its slight disapproval of "all these new-
fangled places clutiering its lovely gardens” (to
quote from a local old inhabitant of the village).

fiarefield ilouse hus had a long end interesting
history, and there hue certainly been a dwelling on
thie site for many centurics, The ancient and
beautiMl treee, some of vhich still stand, bespeak the
careful co-operation of man with nature ch muet have
gone on here since very carly ilimos.

The present house dates back Lo the yeer 17568 or b9,
and one of the first occupants was His Excellency Ccunt
oruhl, who was Envoy from Saxony to the Court of St
Jumes. Count Bruhl was an umateur astircnomer, and here
he had on observatory for corrying on his astronomieal
nobhy, thourh whether this was actually part of the
house, or a separute building in the grounds, soens
rather uncertulne.

in 1767 Count Bruhl merried /llcia Maria, caughter
of Lord Carpenter, and widow of the ifarl of Egremont,
They resided at liarefield liouse until the Countese died,



3.

in 1704
and went soon neth e later the Gount sold the property

8oon after to live in Essex, shortly after
1796 when the -
purehased by p&”;ﬁ;“ came into the market, it was

de ey i member
of a well-known Rgsex N oy

The next owner wag Oapt., Ceell Dunn Gardner of
Cambridgeshire, but he mlgtheu the property r:r‘
eight years, selling it in 1889 to the Honourable Sir
John Byles, Judge of the Court of Common Pleas. Sir
John and Lady Byles lived here until the latter's death
in la‘l'ei and Mr, Justice Byles (now the Rt. Hone. 2ir
John Hyles, P.o.) until he died in 1884, Both are
buried in Harefield Churchynrd.

The ty descended to 2ir John's son who was
also in the legal profesasion, reaching the rank of
Judge, and it remained in the hands of the Byles Temily
until 1922 when it was purchased by lire lere Tipping.

Hre. Tipping turned Harefield House into a guest house
and it wvas run more or less successfully on thoee lines
for several years, but his chief hobby was horticulture,
ané he levished much care anf attention on the gardens and
groundcse It is seid that at one time as many as ten
gardeners were employed at once, and the grounds certainly
became one of the show pleces of the neighbourhood, being
ocpened frequently during the Summer months for Tetes and
chariteble garden parties.

Hre Tipping died in 1935 leaving Harefield louse
and its grounds to his head gardener Mr, .alter . %ood,
who had been largely responsible for the lay-out of the
more modern parte of the gardens. Mre Wood, however,
did not take up residence in the house iteelf which
remained empty for several years, but he holds the
Jistinetion of being the last of a long line of private
owners, and from him 1t was acquired by the Crowne

that time the ieronsutical Inspection ivirectorate
of th‘:t.ur Ministry - as it was then - was seeking a
suitable site within twenty miles of London for the
erection of a new Test iouse. anumfun were
inspected, but none geemed to be more r:n;ommuc-
or location than thise The purchase 0 p::zo
by the Crown Was first proposed in April 1937 wvas
finally effected in January 1938,



that with suitable alt
renovation, the old hmuleoud be nd:pt::“r::n:
ding was ready, so it was
decided to move the Hetrol i en gurene
Seetion, here in October 1:?3: o omiedicso ”

The coming of A.l.Ds to Harefield was a source of
great interest to the locasl inhabitants and -speculation
was rife as to the real nature and purpose of the work
to be carried on by "The Air Ministry" behind the high
brick walls,. It formed the main ¢ of conversation
in the "Kings Arms", “Kings Head","Mines Royal", and
other hostelries in which the village abounds, and meny
a wiseacre shook his head with some misgiving as to what
would happen to the old house and its lovely gardens
"now they Govinment folk ha' got hold of it".



wae now the General Offy the
hall was fitted out as anum' Hl.t]ﬁ the servants

Here the life of the "A.l.De Test House, Harefield"
really comenced, and we foliow it an from October 10th

s in diary fashion, to see the original staff of 36
grow to more than twelve times that sige,

Here is the ariginal staff - 10.10.'38,

Miss De Arnold Laboratory assistant

Mre Belle Aston TelleCelll

iiss MeWe Bradshaw Laboratory assistant
Mrae. Ee. Bugbee Cleaner

ilre Cede DByers TelleCelll & Caretaker
lire Se Cook Examiner

Mre Te Collier Labourer & /T Driver
Kre HeRe Davenport Examiner

Mre Pe Davey

Miss Ce Davies
Miss M. Dengate
Miss Ne.Ee iagan
Miss Vede Gamer
lre Selie Harris
Hise Dede limrrison
Miss M, Holmes

Leading Otoreman
Laboratory assistant
Laboratory assisgtant
voman examiner
Laboratory assistant
Toolmaker
Laboratory assistant
Laboratory assistant

ire. Re HOlmes Labourer

Hise Belle Ickeringill Laboratory assistant
Mire KeTle JagO AebiaCele

Miss M, James Established st

Laboratory assistant

g8 UsGe Kinvig
-y 1. Laboratory assistant

Mioe Gele Kinvig

Hre Relie Mebougnll Labourer

Hre Reie Mclellan Examiner

Mr, Telis MoGuire Lebourer 5/5

Mre Aele Phillips Lxaminer

Mies Jei e Hamsay Laboratory assistant
lire. e Roebuck Examiner

lEre SeCe Becott Packer

Hre Dele Stainton Genior examiner
lrs . ole Thomas Exsminer

Jre Aeke Thoums Gnnduxgr

Mre. WeTe Trubdy Gouge Fitter

Ure JePe Tweedy Asst.Ingpector 1.
ir. HeKeRe Wheatley Senior examiner
Mise HeMe Vooding Established typiet

_\A’fgw



8rd November, 1038

the first addition to the orimin mg#: This is

Tth November 1938

Mrs. Kempster - " ’
one more at any m“zdmﬂ't engaged, = here's

18th November, 1938

Man cannot apparently live by work alone, S0 &
meeting of all staff was held to-day to form a Club,
for recreational purposes, Thus was born the
vHarefield (A.leD.) Sports & Social Club", with ir.
Tweedy, Inspector in Charge, as President, and M.
KeTe Jago, Clerk in Charge, as Chairman.

19th Deccmber, 1938

ure. He Goode, TelieCelll, enmged - the Tirst
addition to the Clerical staff,

16th Jamuary, 1939

uiss Pe. Chytreaus, tracer, commenced duties.

g2lst January, 1939

Mrs. Hayner, = cleaner, discharged. The first
cleaner to be enguged after Test House opened, and
the first to be dischargedd

23prd Junuary, 1959

Ure. Kelie Carter, examiner, comenced dutiese.
UrBe Je collett, cleaner, engaged.
?..w Q oL
. r,
530th January, 1959

Hies JeFe stewardson, commenced duties as

. 8 Bolle Wright enguged o8 ghorthand-
:yr;:::' - tit‘;:anr;t.nddnion to the original typing

stuff,

* A CM?M L N‘ol; [.



20nd Seveh, 1980
lr.m-m.m-mr..

th nomk
“.;t'“ of the original technical staff

28th March, 1939

¥e are now considered of sufficient ance
to have a staff of A.M. Uard
commenced duties “_;.;'_ ers, and the ‘mu

Mre CeFe Bartholomew - Sergt.

Mre HeCe Borry - Rarder
ir., J.G. Dobson - warder
Mre Esde Warren - waprder
Mre Delle Malean - Barder
25thapril, 1935 Ao

fiig‘.".m. :

To=day is one we shall long remenmber a® a
historic oceasion, for the foundation stone of the
preat new Test House was well and truly lald. The
sctusl ceremony was performed by Mr. R.¥. Barlow,
lelliGAR, from Headquarters, lleneath the stone is
depoeited a zine lined box contalning a brief
history of the Test House, as well as some coins,
signatures and current press specimens. vhat a
find for anyone in & thousand years hencel

T
8th May, 193

irs., Collett - cleaner, discharged., &he
hean't lasted very long.

loth May, 193;

Wre. Je BOrry = cleaner, ennged, A Seota~
w..pdmr.-mur-oru.o.mmo

prder,

isth Wy, W&

warders, Wr. Dok HolLean has
nq-::d.: o fer t0 Sootlsnd, so he leaves us
this week.

- mC«.’r-u,ﬁc(&:
T m::v\q.a-u

Nl >




26th June, 1939
Hre LeGie ircher engsged as examiners

28th July, 1959

The Warder staff, who have been occu
a room in the house, ;au to=day installed in
their hut (sorry! "Guard Room") just ineide the

gate.

_1_!! August, 1959

Mre. NeT. Baines - senior exuminer of "] CeSe2{a)"

took up residence with us to-day. The first
member of an "attached" Department, outside regular

Test House staff, to come to Harefield.

8th Aupust, 1936

our warder strength was inereased by the
dditional warder,

engogement of Mr. Je Hough as a
and Mr. F. Camer was also engaged as a labourer

12th August, 1959

what's left of
first garden—partye The (

ooking beautiful - there are sports
them) are 1 rties of visitors from

de shows, and pa
ﬁgb;:o;l Test *House and Hudgmrhrll "A very
enjoyable time was had by all®s
18th sugust, 1039
KX jade punkley = examdnery rﬂﬂimd.
19th August, 1989
agsistant, reesigned.
u1ee Dolle Arnolds LBOTIOTE oyoper 1056) staff

Another member
ONEe
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2lat Aumst, 1939

Mis
aadiate n:.V-n. Marks, commenced duty as laboratory

22nd August, 1939

Mre Eede. Warren
A significant signl & the ez, ws salied wp.

£6th sugust, 1939

: Mr. R Holmes, & labourer ed
significent signd arn ioihoostli pui st

1st September, 1939

Mr. H. Goode = temporary clerk, and Mr. SeCe
scott, packer, were called upe Looks as though
we shall all be gone sooni

However, a new Section was billetted on us
to-day; four members of TeCeBaBe(a) = Mr. Hixon,
chief examiner, with Messrs. Jobey, Jackson and
walker, senior examinerss The firset evacuees

from town?

r{"f Mi—' 4th September, 1939 \

" gne storm broke yesterday, and nobody seems \\G\
to know what we may be in for. park blinds over

the windows, hasty preperation of a refuge room \

6th SQP“'IB“I'. 1039

gtaff ie peginning to grow = Mre LeGe Anlet
wu 8 u‘::sod as & storeman, Mre Lo orook as a packer,
and Miss HeAe g as a lhorthaxﬁ-tmlt.

[

W 2 qth ceptember, 1999
Signature c

“lp. To Brown engaged as an additional wardere




10,
20th tepterbder, 1039
Hr. Weds tnllington engaged in a dual capacity =
a8 messenger and te ste A bBright lad =o

looks as he
oo mtm“ wi 1.bo able to manage tne two

Two more techmical staff toeday - Miss IeRe
Pocle, a laboratory aussistant, and Mr. Wells Scott,
exariner, We are still going wup.

i poo& :

16th October, 1939

Two new laboratory assistants commenced - Miss
Je Thomas, and Miss Je.Me Harrise We have now
growvn from 36 to 54 in the first year of cur life
at Harefield, :
%{l%‘\ oS ¢
3lst Ogtober, 1539

A new warder -« ir. GeAelds TArren, was engaged
to-daye. Rather a rough=looking chap, but perhaps
he will turn out all right.

end Novamber, 19356

The first A.Gells of the Sports & Soclal Club
was held today. The club seems to be a promising
young infant, after one years 1ife.

gond November, 1939
Mre. Fe Carmer, labourer, died to=daye.

6th December, 1939

T S——

Miss Se.Me Cook, another laboratory assistant,
commenced duty to=daYye
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1.
28rd December, 1939

Wre GeAols Warren

the ne
to-day.’ infortunately he 410 not iupeove sitee
when he'ahouldw;az:sgzm Fhias Tk 45 e =1°°°1"
without him, en on duty. We are better off

26th December, 1939

The year closes with promise of
tc -
‘g‘i:m flt{zt contingent of clerical Bhr%r:aa m
- rooke early in the new year. Mr. K.eT. J2ago,
€ nin Charge, Chairmen of the Club, and "big
noise"” in CeS.CeA. circles, was transferred away
to=daye. it means promotion for him, but he will be

missed at Harefield %hat is 1940 to bri
forth - we wondery i N -

5th Jamuary, 1940

The first event this year is one of some
jmportance = the coming of a new Clerk in Charge,
ur, Re Broughton, from Test House, Kidbrooke. it
is rumoured that he is the first of many « and
eventually all - of the clerical staff to come {from

Kidbrooke.

8th Jamuarys 1940

M

The /elele Stores have commenced their move

d oke to Harefield this weeke At the
e ]tuw:r:uat house then in the kitchen and our

muet become an office.

A oSeCellle arrived to=-day
MTe F.J-‘lﬂﬁ‘g;jﬁ.ﬁ,.mrmn. 1/storeman
from Kidb ’ Mr, To Fryer labourers

Mre Celle plato, P“""’rto us from Noe 4 Jaintenance
B, Malkin vas engaged as

another sto

le8y oGeheCe the “oud
tn].w:;.t ’f.“ ::wt;'anlfcmd nere, froa Ki
a8
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10th January, 1940

St111 the Kidbrocke clerical influx continues -
t:;- Aele Burfutt, Mr, L.De Jorvis, and ¥r, C.¥, Enight -
cm:! tesiporary clerks came to=day, and Hise 1, Duke
. "¢ with them s shorthand-typist. Another shorthand-
Ypist was enguged - Miss PeR, Bauptholomew., She 18
the dsughter of the sergt, varder, and looks like
becoming a very useful member of the staff.

11th January, 1940

Another warder, Mr. lisls Stagg, was engaged
to=day, also Mr. E.J, OCollett, a labourer.

12th Jamuary, 1940

Ere AsUe Walker - g gsomi-skilled ladourer comence
to=Caye

13th January, 1940

Miss S.M. Cook, one of the laboratory asseistants
resigned to-day. she has only lasted sbout § weeks,

15th January, 1943_

Hre Toede BAAYs AeBedAeCe = another of the Kidbrooke
"stalvarts” was trunsferred here to-day.

16th January, 1940

e set up a "Central registry" here to-day.
This is probably the first "A.I.D._"' Registry to be
established - as distinct from Aelie HeQe Registiry,

or Depot Registries. ur. Le.De Jarvis - one of the
clerks from Kidbrooke waar;&uoed in charge of tl:u,rr
with Mre Wallington as pa time messenger for "sta .

18th JANUAIY » 1040

fall Linter are upon Ufe gevere
. rigours 0¥ oo reliing éiffieult, and

Jd deep Bsnow
nmto?' the afarr are arriving late.




13.
24th January, 1940
‘_“_

Three new labourers commenced to-day =
B'am‘. Kr, He mnfltld. und Hre Be Hm.,. - A.'.

27th January, 1940
Miss J,F. Stewardson - tracer, resigned.

30th Jumary, 1940

Another warder -« Mr, Je.N. Browne, commenced dutye.

6th Pebruary, 1940

ire WePe Blair, an electrical fitter commenced
dutye. '

12th February, 1_95_0

Mr. Le.Le. Best, another transfer from Kidbrooke
arrived Lo=day. He has just got his promotion to

AeS.Cellle

13th February, 1940

Two of the three ladourers engaged on 24th
Jamuary, Mr. Be. Binfield and Mr. E. Hoore, were

discharged to=day.

28th rFebruary, 1919_

g8 PeBe Ral a shorthand-typist, commenced
duty :t-day: Bhopggu been allotted to "I.CeGe2sa",
finally moved down here from lLondon,
ed in the big room on the first floor,
LA

uiss VoG, Cox joined us as o laboratory assistant
to=daye ﬁ.h;'iﬁlt girl, who shows promige in

mathemntice.



& 14,
llth March ’ 1940

Two more A.,8.C.1II were transferred here to-day.
Mre LeEe Fisk, who comee from the Library at
Cranwell, and Mr. P.A. Clyne, who is apparently
something of a "big noise" in CeB8,Csha circles,

/7
g
ffo"

v

16th March, 1940

Another labourer engaged to-day. Mre CeWe
Dockwray - an ex-soldier who saw service in the last
War, and can spin a good yarn,

19th March, 1940

Mr. T.H. Bourne, was engaged today as a TeColll,
and Mr. Hannan who was engaged as a labourer on 24th
January wes discharged,

Mre. JeN. Garland,"Jack", commenced as a laboratory
assistant to-day.

15th April, 1840

Qur clerical staff was strengthened and
enlivened (!) to=day by the transfer of Mr. A,B.
Hu.mﬂl.l‘cy. AeSeCelll, and Mr. F.G. Humllg “eSelA,C,
from Kidbrooke, Mr, Humphrey comes here on his
upgreding to A,S.Cele

1st lh:‘l 1640

Mr. A.E, Hannan, who served us earllier in the
year as a labourer, was re-engaged to-day as a

packer in the Stores, _
| -t et

6th May, 1940
Miss Eileen Feasey - a young shorthand-typist

from Kill End was engaged to-day, also Mr. S.A. Root,
who comes as an examiner in the "Screw room".
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10th May, 1940

Germany has invaded Holland and Belgiume e
wonder what this will means -

15th May, 1040

wWhit. Mondaye. This should have been a Bank
lHoliday, but the holiday has been cancelled in view
of the seriousness of the uar situation.

Mise Duke, shorthand=typist, left us and
returned to Kidbrooke, This wae at her own request,
but & move back to that side of London seems hardly
wise in view of the air menace.

18th May, 1940

uiss Vera Marks, lasboratory assistant, resigned,

20th May, 1940

Jir. lieEs WoOd, a new labourer was engaged to=daye.
Knowing the men's fondness for nicknames, he will
probably socn be called "Tubby", or sometiding like

thate

ﬁf}/ﬂd oond May, 1940

Migs C.5e. Noble, "Chrissy", commenced duties as
Bhorthnnd-typict. Her father is on the clerical

ataff at ReleFe Ruislipe.

27th May, 1940

¢t keep the garden in some

1 war, we ms
Bapy 6F DS Bt carter was engaged to-day

sort of shape, 80 Mre Heds
as a gardenere

20th May, 1940
of the warders, resigned

ur. JeNe Browne, one
to=doye



1st June, 1940 16
To=duy is @ fresl day in our history, for we

und wages to our ohas ty of payment of selaries

staff, T™is has hitherto been
done by No. 4 Meintenunge nit, sislip. This
meuns the establishment of @ "Juy office” here,
and the elevation of our Clerk in Charge, to the

rank of Civil sssistent & Account Brougnton
- will continue to fill this post. no——— -

Two new surders were engnged to=day - Mr. i.Me
Qutis, wiw Mr. K. Milton.

8in June, 1640

There has bean a re-shufrfle of clerical posts
at Ruisllip, and four of their clerka were iruns-
ferred to us to=day, on becoming redundant there,
They uresg-
Mr. Hede Godwyn ,
Mr. T. Gedge

Mr. Be Puﬂh
Mre Hedeo t’.itap]..l-

F
12th June, 1940

A young lad joined us as laboratory assistant
to—duy., His name is peter Hack - he doean't seem
very bright, but perhaps he'll improve.

16th June, 19!9_

situastion ie getting pretiy serious,
und 032;7-211 is wanted. Kre FeGo Hurrell, one of
the AeSeheCs from Kidbrooke wag culled up.

17th June, 1940

: nud
to=-day came the news toat France
mpttﬁa?cgf" well, we are up aguinst it no

Hre DeCo Pointing, another ex-Kidbrooke clerk -
an Ae U.CQIII' wa 8 called upe.
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2lst June, 1940

We must have more hel
P in the garden, so Mr.
Dance was enguged as a lahourer to g:].p l:". Oa.rxt.crf.
26th June, 1940
Mr, Wede %allington, our bright telephonist-

Cun-messenger was called up t
certai : >l ooty P o-dny. we shall

26th June, 1940

%e recruited another member of the clerical
staff to-day = MHr. Wed. Knight; and Mr. R.G. Nicholas,
8 local bullder, joined us as a skilled labourer.

29th June, 1940

Miss Jo Thomas, laboratory assistant, resigned.

1st July, 1940

Mr. Aede Walpole was engaged as a temporary
clerk to-day. A well=spoken and handsome fellow,
but seems to have a good opinion of himself,

8th July, 1940

The duties of telephonist and wessenger can no
longer be combined, and we must have a whole=time
telephonist, so Miss Sylvia Smith was engaged to-duy.
ghe is a relative of Nr. Truby who cuame with us fron

cardingtone.

10th July, 1940

another temporury clerk from

Mre Ve Glare, staff to=daye

Ruislip, Joined the



mm, 1940

e enguged another guuge-fitter to-day; ir. Jack
Langton, We hear he has scie : i
the SpEPting werids thing of a reputation in

22nd July, 1940 ﬁ(-ﬁéawtfyzﬁz‘

= Two of :::r technical stafl were transferred to
IeCeGeRe(a)" to=day. They are Mr, Se. Cook and

ire Reles liclellon « two of the original
in October, 1938, R~

£27th July, 1940

liss CeUs Noble, shorthand-typist, resimed.
She has only been here a little over two months,

but her family are apparently leaving the district,

20th July, 1940

Ure Fede Wwilkin was enguged as another temporary
clerk to=daye.

!.-ﬂt .-.ugus‘t. 1940

To=day 18 another red-letter duy in our history,
{for we have a new Inspector in Charge., Mre R.F. Barlow
hes been appointed to that post, but he is no stranger
here, having had mich to do with the place since its
first opening - and before. A8 "I1.0%, “1.1HGAR" and
letterly “"l.C.5.2" he has been here a good deal - lately
aliost permanently with leCeGeZ2e(a) = and has seen us
grow from infancy. His long experience - since 1910 =
in ..leDe Will doubtless stand him in good stead in the
very responsible work he now undertakes, He comes on
promotion froa elele to Inspector.

6th aAugust, 1940

No Benk Holiday againd leCebe8e(a) have gone back
to London, and taken with them e NeKe Lheatley, our
“enior Exominer from the Metrolosy pivision. liobody
;ee:m to know quite why they have gone.

6th sugust, 1940

we recruited unother shorthnm-‘l‘;nilt to=day, Miss
Mary willshire, who comes from Uxbridgee.

77

Signature
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Tth August, 1940

The comings and goings continues MNr. A.C
Knight commenced duties ae a warder, and Mr. !':

MeGuire, labourer
resian 05. » another of the original staff,

19th rugust, 19040

The Hegletry, which has been labouring under
difficulties since Mr, wallington was called up,
magt have another messenger, so Mr, i. Burn was

engaged in that capacity to-day. Mr. Je. llom,
another local labourer, was also engaged,

-
LY _I"" » iy
- = | .Y - b

Mre VeCe Anderson, an examiner, in tae iireraft
Louipment Division, was transferred here from Xidbrooke,

Aol

Urs. DeBes Keyte was engapged as a cleaner,

20th supust, 1940

2lst Au-gu'tl 12&

gond August, 1940

To-dny is another great day for us, for we
comnenced our move into the new building. The
"gerew Room", heavy gauge inspection, and drawing
office will all have gone from the old house Vo
the new by the end of the week, with lucice

26th Aupgust, 1940

E Cook, @ retired bank official comnenced
duty l::-.-da;‘ﬁ:m an ;ddit.loml clerk in the Pay Office,
and Myr. Ee Iuck from Hayes was engnged as a carpenters

28th August, 1940

Hre Gelie dwards, and Mre Eede Judd, two local
labourers, were digcharged to=daYe
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24 Septenber, 1040

Mr
mm.mnmtmwuu-unn-

t
yet wi tnﬂ‘hm?“"”“"‘““""“

3rd Septeuber, 1940

Well, we have come unscathed here throu
mﬂt mrofn:{htthtmmm:honughm
. Oh-nm“h 1l coast on the other side is threatening
t' dire things from the air, Perhaps he will
!:t: get as r:gw;lt of London es Harefield in wny
rength, ¢« Wy Thompson, an exa
Materials, was transferred hm' wﬂn.-r - ;mne_

Tth September, 1940 FM

The Enemy has attacked London in great aerial
gtrensth ~ most of it concentrated on the bLocks and
East End, we can see the glare of many Tires in
the Eastern sky to-nighte tut fortunately notining
within several miles of us here.

9th sepiember, 1940

Now commences a very busy week, for, with
the air onslesught on London, the transfer of the
Test House from Xidbrooke 1s being speeded upe.
Miss Cele Rich, an examiner in the 0il Labdoratory
come to-day, and we engaged three new laboratory
agsistants, Miss Dei. Clark, Mise P, iall, and
as well as ir, J. Kemnp, examiner,

and nf-: .Pcn:riil cleaner
E -
jul{eu-ﬁi Signature

10th September, 1940

lre JoPe Tweedy, who came with us from cardington
:unJ'. : yur”r ?ﬁm:{:i r ; De to & pocttj.n thﬁaﬂﬁatry
ce .
8 Bor T Cthe ex-cardington folk will miss him.

of Dupwins , @& laboratory assistant came to us from

Hiss Me
xidbrooke, and Mre Jele Amer was as a labourer.
Mr. James Twedey, who was
u“- prominently anociyated with
. . .ﬁ' Harefield A LD. when it first
; Q'-g came o the village, died at

Hillingdon Hospital on Apnl 5,

. He lived n retirement
Derweni-road. Ickenham.
was in Harefield
on Tuesday when
the Rev. Dennis
the service

195l |aged

Y ohurcbivati
| Vicar,



§

ransfers from Kidbrooke to-day were

Mies B:tt: Spanswick - one of the "bright young
things" of the typing pool, and Miss M.L. Spurgin a
laboratory assistant. Three new cleaners were
engaged, Mrs. Cutts, Mrs. Stagg, and Mrs, BEaton -
the lstter being appointed as a charge~hand,

12th September, 1940

Mr. He Kirkbhy-Johnson, examiner in Instruments
was transferred to-day from Kidbrooke, and Mrs. Me

Boyd was engaged as another cleaner, g
S iaheoom.

135th Bcptembor!_mw

Things are pretty grim on the Kidbrooke side
of london, and folk there are having & rough time
with almost continuous asir-raids, and sleepless
ndghis. Mr. HeReGe Reeve moved over to-day. IHe
comes on recommendation for appointment as Station
Engineer - a responsible post - but he is no
strenger here, for he has been a-nng weekly visits
for some time, supervising the tallation of the
electrical plant etc.

W 14th September, 1940

minor tragedy occurred to-day when at 11,18
this :pm.tnl one of pickford's vans, moving fumiture

handsome ne mmmnnhdmormcma
ers. \u;l?‘thlt settles it - they will have to
set farther back, as meny of us thought they would

have to be.
pour more transfers from Kidbrooke to-dayj

seott, of the chemical
S S :;-ntm I;ﬂ Hre ReBe spinney




22,

10 sepraber, 080

Six more folk from Kidbrooke
Lo=dn
ﬁﬁtf. examiner, Miss M. Jupp, Miss lh{‘iﬂ:?“'i
= Abraham, with Mre J.0e Oreenstreot, draughtsman,
= Mrse. Ce Bridges, sn established typlist.
'Se SeKe Dickens was engaged as a cleaner,

f)(. e

17th September, 1940 : ‘

Now some of the industrial staff are arriving
from Kidbrooke. Mr. As Pooley, and Mre He Dudley -
two 0ld hands - came to=day, a8 well as Mr. HeW.
Parker and Miss w. Bainbridge, two examiners.

Mre Ae. Burn who was engaged some time 4go as a

messenger is found to be more useful as a mechanic,
80 he has been transferred to the machine shop, and
Hr. Bele. Jones, engaged as a messenger in his place.

Three more transfers from Kidbrooke - Miss E.
Airtwell, and Mres ReCe Figher, examniners, and Nre

Aeiie Holtham, curpenter. ///%

19th September, 1940

Miss Bele. Ponn -~ an evacuee from London = Wis
engaged to-day as @ typist, and Mre GeSe Smith, Chiefl
Examdner in the Chemical Laboratory was tranaferred

from Kidbrooke. 4’/ { v
20th September, 1940

examiner, lately joined the
od from Kidbrooke.

Mre Lele Dower,

Ay LeDe,y Was trans ferr

g1st ceptenbery 1940
ian, transferred from

Hre Ve Arthrell, glectric
Kidbrookee




To-day see
a5 some transfe

to us from Cardingt
and My, _ on to rene

laboratory assistants commenced duty to-da
:i:' go'ﬁ. carr, Miss M.H, Chennels, lMiss lcﬂ.,mu'l,,
m. . D.?t. Miss PeDe Pock, Miss EeleDe. Stoten, and
- § BelMe Webb, Two new typists were also engaged -
I'Se EoPe Leney, and Miss P.K. Fantham, as well as
ire Celie Baker, a labourer, and Mr. G.F. Eddy - son of]

HX'e Tede Bddy of the clerical staff - a
total of 13 in one day! e ol

24th September, 1940

Not guite such a rush to-dayy Miss M. Grimsdell

comnenced duty as a laboratory assistant, and Mr. A.
Bissett as Fitters inte,

25th september, 1940

Mre. GeWe Clark, a local tradesman, was engaged
as storemni Mr. L.Ae Bissett as an electrical fitter,
and lre Jo.P. McDuell as labourer, while another
labourer Mre R.H. Walklin, was transferred from

KEidbrooke,. W"—

26th september, 1940

Mr. Ae.Te Josling, charge-~hand electrician, and
a very useful man, vas transferred from Kidbrooke,
and Mr. A.Ees Herbert was engaged as & fitters mate.

g7th September, 1940

g lled
that our Photographlic gection is insta
we canm:aka our own pass photogrlpha. The first two
vyictims" went before the camerd to-day. They were

lrs. leney and Migs De clari.
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28th oepterber s 1040

tracer Mot Sk g e e SR BRI

or o

ggl‘;‘ga @ quiet unassuming girl, poyu{ng :?gﬁthgm.
gues, and we are very sorry to lose her., This

is our second
1058, loes by death since we came in October

30th September, 1940

c7‘\¢:_.;],‘._‘_’_~

. bur siaff influx grows only slightly less, and
..er: new menbers came to=daye Hre Molieo BOrry, feieleCe
and urs Jele ILridal, TeCelll, with Mr, S. Lane, senior
exanminer, Mr., . Hargreaves and Mr. 7, vaters, exam-
Lx}e_sru, and Miss De Jones, examiner, arrived from
_‘1cbmqke, while liss Ee Carter and Hiss L. llawkins were
éengaged as shorthand=-typists, and Miss }, Hoblet and
ilies Lede Ilreland as laboratory assistants.

Znd october, 1040

This weck, the move from Cardingtion
gwing - to=dey two laboratory assisianis
there, liiss H.Oe Davies, and Hiss LeDelie
eés iu sister to Pegegy Davies who has
liss Leie Hanhart

= W
anl el W =

gince QOctober, 1938,
a

(2

3rd October, 1940

“wo more transfer
Hre e Stokes,
1laboratory aeﬁlstgnt.
Ur. HeTe Legon and Mre Ce

skillede

4th Oectober, 1549_

Another labourer, Mre AgWe
to=daye

a laboratory assistant and lir. E. Kles as a lshourer.

is in full
arrived from
nhite. Hiss
been with us
wag engaged

¢ frem Cardington to-day were
examiner, and liss JeL. Bowerman,

T"wo new labourers were enfaged -
Cooper, the former as semi- .

A( >
X

\

King, was engaged



| \_ﬂ.

Sth October, 1940

A whole-time M/T Driver was engn to=day -
l&; g;\;;ﬁilg.t h.l:;'. 00111.:' has bo‘:doml most of
B & wanti to
&8 soon &as this con be nrranggd. s oy B.d“'m

7th Qectober, 1940

Two more Cardington examiners arrived to-day -
Hiss J.Me Baker, and Mr, CeJde Faulkner,

/ 8th October, 1040

Mre JeCe ROckley - practically the last of the
Cardington staff - arrived to-day, and Mr. V.Jde
Brailsford was engaged as & warder,

We have now been here Jjust two years, and our

staff, which grew from 36 to 564 in the first year, has
now grown to 179% - (147 have come and 22 have gone)

10th October, 1940

Ur., Dehe Smith, & filtter-turner commencged to=day,.

11th October, 1540

Mre. Mo Bishop was engaged as a cleaner,

14th October, 1940

Mre Se Potier was engaged as a labourers

gend October, 1940

X=Ray Division from Cardington was
at last all sections are safely (%)

The move of the
completed to=duy, and
housed under one roofs

gsrd October, 1940

Je.nld.ns commenced duties as @ laboratory

Mies Pelle
..autant.



2th october, 1940 "“'
The transfer of ur
has been arrenged, 'mi."'{m""‘“ Job in Bedford
eft
Robinson wag enguged as mthor‘:'.t:r.,w l-.. t:? -

30th o.“'.r' 1940

Two more laboratory a t
Miss DeR, Ridley and Miss Acks Edem. oo tomdey -

4th November, 1940 ﬁé M‘}

Mr. B.Te. Jepp was engaged as an electrical fi -
it is rumoured that he is something of a -:-.tninn ::."'r
well as an electriciane. Mre JeoRe Melotte was also
engaged as a temporary clerke.

w— Sth November, 1940
; g Mr. Le Artis, another labourer, was engaged.

6th November, 1940

Mr. B. Pugh, TeCelll, has had enough of us (or we
of him, I am not quite sure which) and he was trans-

ferred back to Rulslip to-day.

13th November, 1940

Miss J. watts, another cleaner, comunenced duties
to-daye.

14th November, 1940

Miss B,Ee. Cook was engaged as & tmu"r m.

1, she is the
:otud.:::c:ir}:cﬂ;.'ﬂr. Eell, Cook of the Pay office.

R Cosf

Signature
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18th November, 1940

Another cleaner, Mrs. E,7 Larmer, was engaged
to=day. We seem to be getting a large recrultment
to the cleaning staff, but the percentage of sickness
and absenteclem among them ie rather high, unfortunately.

Mr. VWede Gardner, A.5.Ce¢I11 wanes transferred here from
Stafford.

25rd Noveumber, 1940

The second A.G,Me of the Social Club was held
to-day., Ulith the actual and potential membership
nov three times wvhat it wae 2 year age, we ought to

do good thinge this coming year - (if Hitler will
let ual)

26th !fomr, 1640

I1eCelyRe(a) who went away to London in August
Ennbody quite knmew why) have come back to us again
still nobody seems to know why). They have arrived
with files and furmiture, and are installed in the

Conference <oOil. Mre. Wheatley has returned with them,

o 20

ff:,..»rf"‘”’ 26th November, 1940

Mr. A,Ge Goodman, comuenced duty as assistant
examiner in the Metrology Division.

27th November, 1940

Miss D M. Taylor was engn a8 a la
e : fred a laboratory

MM.M

Mr. Colin Smi another assistant examin
Metrology, M&' to-day. il

6th Degenber, 1940

ire CeWe Ryan, whose wife 4 mane ging
mwlﬂmuﬂt:c:g’mm ~ e



JW’ 19th December, 1040

Al

28
9th December, 1940

Two more laborat
Mes Jo Gilehrist, and Kiee N, Oaigne Tneed to=day.

1lth December, 1940

Nr. Uﬂoll. h*' mﬂn.r, rted for ﬁm

here to-day., He is an ex-s
Just completed his Aol oDe tmf‘d‘"- and has

13th December, 1940
Another cleaner « Mrs. I. Fell, commenced to-day,

18th December, 1940

Mre BeVe Wright, a local man, was engaged as a
labourer in the ator;a. He appears to have consid-
erable skill as a sign-writer among other things.

Mre. Je.Be allis, who hag been through some of
the London "blitz" was engaged as a T«C.I1l to-day

2lst December, 1940

Mre Eo.E. Smith was engaged as a labourer, Le
held a Christmas Party in the Canteen, and considering
the war-time conditions, had a marvellous time. The
"eats" were excellent, and a varied programme

included a "Mock Trial"™ which was most amusing.

94th Deceumber, 1940
As we "break up" for one day, I1,Ce8e8.(a) have

and e again - this time for good, we
m?di'.gog are ::"nurl that this department is to
be split up, The first "Canteen Committee" has been
elected by the Club, and commences to function at once.
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£7th Mrf_ﬁ
Krse R, Melonie, another cleaner, was engaged,

30th December, 1940

‘The two lebomatory assistants, Miss Gilchrist and
Miss Gardner, who joined us on the 9th, both resigned
e Mre E.G, Porter, an examiner in Aireraft
Equipment Division was transferred here from Coventry.
So ends 19402

Srd January, 1941

As the Bnemy is inereasingly meking use of fire-
bombs in his attacks, we are now compelled to organise
a regular nightly 'rfro—gunrd" team, There are four
men on dutymtn.unipt, witl orders to arouse at
once shovld the 'Alert' be sounded.

6th JMﬂl 1941

Mre T, Waters, one of ths examiners from Kidbrooke,
was transferred to Birmingham to-day,.

loth Jamuary, 1941

Miss J.E. Bowerman, one of the laboratory
assistants from on, recigned to-day. ghe

is anxious to return to Bedford.

18th January, 1941

cal brunch of the C,8.CeAe gave a luncheon
to-d.n;?. I:r. Berlow presided, and an uu:!.‘:l..:.n mm
of almost pre-War mﬂ.-t-: 13 %: p:n:i
m mm - ] & m -
&u-owma und the luncheon was lowed by

a Social in the eon.
g6th Janualry, 1941

Mre. le nu-morthoclnm-mtpd

to=daye.



Jo.

28th Jamuary, 1941
":'-'-'M-nmu-anm.mw

29th January, 194
We had to discha
Boyd, to-day. rge another cleaner, Urs. MeAe

Iit_l_t Jamwary, 1941

Mrs Pl
. .n oMe Cutts commenced duties as a labourer

lst February, 1941

warder E, Milton resigned to-day - presumably
finding another more attractive Jjob,

3rd February, 1941

Mre WeGeDle ter comnencged duty as an examiner
in the Non Metallic Materials Dl'illon. amd Mr, S.We

Hollingum, a chief examiner in Metallic Materials was
transferred here, The latter comee with something of

a reputation as an expert in the examination of metalse.

4th February, 1941

new Industrials comenced to-day, Nrs.
leaner, and Mr. C,G. Amondson, & labourer,

Two
Rochester, a ¢

6th February, 19_41__

Celie Emm-mu—hnlnn-u-msdu
Mrse Bele French, as a cleaner,

Mre
a warder, and

7th February, 1941

A

L. Artis, a labourer, was released, presumably

Mr
at his :un requeste.



10th February, 1941

e —————————————

Another warder, Mr. Al Cutts, resigned to-day.

12th February, 1941
T i -
hlnm. 8 entirely a woman's day - Mrs. L.Ce

engaged as a cleaner, and Miss
Davies, one of the laboratory nn{nam m:'o'
Cardington resigned to return to her home in Bedford.

Women are claiming to have an equality with men in
most things now, so they are coming on to the fire-
guard team. This will consist of two men and two

women from henceforth, and everybody will be ha
(we hopel) ’ .

16th February, 1941

Miss Q.M. Vielford, one of the laboratory
asgigtants from Kidbrooke, resigned to-day.

18th February, 1941

Mrse. MoAe. Stevens was enguged as a cleaners

20th February, 1911_

The Registry recruited another messenger
to-day - Mre A.J, Forde He is a retired school
attendance officer, but does not enjoy the best of

health. He will probably be more suited for
clerical than messenger duties.

24th February, 1941

we had our first death ot: th:° prﬂ;:; to-day.
Plato, a packer in the siores, a
miﬁfm. e we got the Doetor round at
once, he passed away before anything could be done.
jiis pal Fryer, who came with him from Ruislip, will
gertainly miss hime
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mwz 54

8till they come and go - Miss B.J. Peacock commenced
as & uhutoz'-{ sssistant, and Miss A.M. Eden, another
laboratory assistant resigned.

£8th Febrary, 1941
Mrs., Cutts « cleaner - resigned to-day.

Sth laroh._lﬁﬂ.

Mies Gells Greenstreet was enganged as a laboratory
agsistant, and Mrs. D. Moore as a cleaner, Miss
Greenstreet is a sister of J.Gs CGreenstreet of the

Drawving Office.

8th March, 1941

Mr. T, Gedge, "Tomy", who came from zuislip
resigned to-day,.

10th March, 1941 Q

Mr. VWeSele HMahon, an examiner in Metrology
Division, was transferred here to-day from Manchester.

A

Il sl 12th March, 1941

Mre L.Ce Doubleday wns engaged as a labourer,
A promising young fellow, but he will presumnbly be
called up Tor military service ere longe.

14th March, 195.1;
Mys. Bede Peverill, one of the cleaners, resigned
to=doye

15th March, 1041

engaged to-dayj; MNre We
Two more labourers .m.r.Ao‘oLﬂ"tm

and lankye variety is the spice of 11
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I o e

s HeCo Marks engnged ms a semi-skilled
labourer in the gtores, an elderly chap, comes of
@ well-known local family, and looks pretty reliable.

Mre FeCe Collins was engaged as a storeman
to-day, and Miss Margaret Swan, who has been working
in the Centeen, comes as a Registry messenger to
replace Mr, Ford who is being upgraded to clerk.

2lst March, 1941

Mre Te Fryer, one of the storemen, resigned,
He has been very lonely, poor fellow, cince Plato
died, and a change of work will no doubt do him good.

24th March, 1941

lrge Vele Harrison, another well-known local
resident,was engaged as a second Registry messenger,
and Mr. W,E.Ds Harries was engaged as an examiner,

26th March, 1941

MHiss R.Me. Perry, labomtory assistant, resipgned
to=daye

3let March, 1941

Mr. E. liargreaves, one of the examiners in Non-
Hetallic Materials, resigned to-day. He has secured
an appointment with some Asphalt Co. operating in
rpinidad, and proceeds to the Viest Indies, we under-

stand,

7th April, 1941

Mre LeWe OIM comaenced duties as examiner in
the Textile laboratorye
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B Mre H,EeRe Polden, examiner, was trensferred here
to-day. He will perve in the Metrology Divieion.
17th April, 1941
Two of our Electrical Fitters - Mr. A nuat[

and Mre DeAs Umith -« were releaned The
of the armed forces gets ever more m:

- 28nd April, 1941
Mre. E, Lette, engnged, as a cleaner.

30th April, 1941

Miss E.le Holmes commenced duties to-day as a
laboratory assistant in the Paint Labdoratory. 8he
is a younger sister of May Holmes who came with us

from Cardington in October, 1938,

6th May, 1941
Mrs. M.Ae Stevens, one of the less satisfactory
cleaners, wes discharged.

Tth May, 1941

To replace krs. Stevens, Mre. M.A. Smith wes
engaged as a cleaners .

10th May, 1941

hect t to-night, with one of our closest
: 1°m¢lmdrzpwmmm‘:l
ai
are

air attackse Bomb
than two miles away, and the Enemy
g R attacks. = Parts of the studios

burnt, tut the main buildings are intact.




14th May, 1941

Mice Smith engaged as a laboratory
asgistant m Metrology on olly
with a most mﬁctw:: m&uu o girl,

16th May, 1941

Mre Re MNoDougall, labourer, was released to-day,
g;}is own reguests Another of our 1958 “originals"

17th May, 1641

iss I.7¢ Kerr, one of the examiners from
Cardington, in the X-Ray Department resigned to-day.

2lst May, 1941

Mre Vie Clare, another of the clerks who came to
us from Ruislip, resigned to-day.

26th May, 1941

Mre. ileOs Handley was engaged as an electrical
fitter,

28th May, 1941
Mr. VieBe Veston was engaged as a labourer,

Mr. L. Watts was engaged es & labourer. Our
industrinl staff seems to be growing apace.

S0th May, 1941

b..u.wuchm He will
pmbnglr;ﬁm.l »rhe Father of the House".



mm'm

Mre A B, Bradley was engaged as an electrical fitter,

18th June, 1941

Mre ReW, Sensier joined the staff as a t
clerk, He bas seen mch service, having been the
Life Guards, but hes had the misfortune to lose one
leg. He has a fine s and the anniversery of
waterloo seems an & day for him to join.
irs. M. Bishop, one of the cleaners, resigned

20th June, 1941

Mre W.P. Blair, &an electrical fitter, was released
to=danye




June, was dischargeds BEvident)y the new droom did
not cweep any cleaner than the onee
28th June, 1941
ilss Je Harlow, one of cur sx-Xidbrocke exnminers
Mm-dto:dﬂ'- E-mmumuu-mu
m.
MH:M

ir. F,Ee Bunker, another ex-Kidbrooke senior
examiner was transferred to Scotland,

ard July, 1941

¥e held our nmal Sports in the grounds to-day,
All the usual events,and faulr weather, though not very
wans, and a large number of visitore.

Sth July, 1941

Hse P.De Pock, o laboratory assistant resigned
to-&Je

nﬁm.%

Ere fofe Byadley, an electrical fitter we
releanpged to-dnYye




i
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18th July, 1941

Hre Ae Nellson was engaged as & Stor

i eman, lie
is a Hoot, and we hear he has a repulation as a
cartoonisy, Mroe. Moore, o cleaner, resiged to-duy.

50th July, 1941

Mre L. Twyford was trangferred here to-da
exXaniner in the X-Ray Division. Lmlyr

6th Auust, 1041

Hroe Re Desmond wvas engaged as a cleaners

Gth August, 1941

Hrse 5. Larner, cleaner, was dischnrged, I
suppose we may get a settled staff of cleaners one days:

7th supust, 1941

we held our eccond Annual Garden Party to=daye.
ith some sports, side shows, stalls and competitions
a very enjoysble evaning was arranged.

12th Aupust, 1941

Mies llete Nicholas commenced duties as a laboratory
assistant. She ig the daughter of Mr. .G, Hicholas,
and promises to be quite an agset to our community.

13th August, 1941

Mra. leFs Atchelar wvas enfuged as a "hottle wushing"
eleaner, in the chemical laboratorlicoe

16th Aupust, 1941 .

rder
re Ooile Ewuns, who has been employed as &4 wa ’
eniined tomdoy on frounds of ill-health. The irregular

hours did not gult hdme



