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SUMMPR PLOGRAMIE 1936 Continued

The last visit cf the Summer Programme was to Chenies Mancr Fouse on

the 20th fepteuber. A very pleasant afterncon as I recall, we were
escorted round the house by the owncr, whose family had occupied it for
many years. I'm afraid I cannot recall the histecrical part of the visit
but there was the distraction of the very necarby Church bells arnourcing
a wedding and later as we onerged from the garden, we found curselves
entangled with the guests at the reception which was being held in the
garden. A lovely setting for such-an occasion. (I wonder if Joy Foster
renerbers the deception she played cutsidc the Gents. (don't ask me,

ask her). During a walk round the grounds, a very old o2k tree was
pointed cut to us, something like 200 vears old, beside it was a
replacement which huu been Provided by the Duke of Bedfcrd, a relative
of the lady cf the house.. There was a Physics garden, and well trimmed
hedges enclosing the ra*ﬁguu ricar the house. One cf our Summer days.

In Cctober a visit was arranced to Harefield Place which is now "ar
irpressive but functional Readcuarters for the E.B.I1.C. Division cf the
Dun and Bradstreet Corporation”. ~fter the usuel security checks we
were ushered inte the Boaré Room and given a ‘briefing' by the P.R.O.
before being let leoose among the many well aprointed coffices, having
been forowarned where we were rot to go. Arrangements had been made
for the Staff Cafeteria to.be at our olsnbsal an before we left we
were able to pick up a photostat copy of ”1qtory of Rarcficld Place"

- A visit to Manor Court was arranged in Hovember, another old house with
a very checucrcd history, empty and neglected, awaiting a future.

There have been several suagestions for its use but notring conclusive
as yet.

It would be arpropriate here to record cur thanks to Robert Goodchild,
our Proorarnme Secretary, for all his work in arranging these nany visits.,
I would sey my favourite was Parham Park. Thank you Robert. And now

to refresh our/my merory on the ‘linter Programme.
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Septemboer - A Page of London History by Mr J.P. Hewetson (Pikoran)

It was an illustrated telk with details of the verious duties and
cereronies the pikemen performed, their historical dress and its origins.
One of their many duties is to cscort the Lord Mayer of London, walking
hesicde his carrizge- at the Showv.

Cetobcr - Church Bells - Mr D. Struckett

(see December issue of Barefield lionth for a detailed report
Tharl you, Jean)
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ovember ~ The Muscun of London: Recent Archosologiczl Dics in Uxbridge

This talk was given by Mr Jchn [fills, a member of the Rrentford section
of tlhe Museum on Tondon's, Department of Greater London Archaeology.
THth the re-developrment of Usbridoe many cld buildirgs have been pulled
Covm but it has only been within the last three years that 'digs' have
been organised. The excavations have provided information relating to
the earlier prelistoric settlement of the arca. This was the subject of
ir HMills tallk,

1947

January - Christmas Social at the PRarefield Cricket Club

-

Ancther very pleasant evening this time without snow or hoar frost. The
welcune glass of rulled wine and a good spreac of feod. (Our thanks to
the embers of the Committee and others who contributed). For those of us
who were mewbers of the ‘Harefield Wistory Grcoun' it was a pleasure to
welcome back Mr Geoffrey Tyack our Tutor. T"lith the aid of tape recordlings
supplied by Reg Meil and ecuipment by Robert Gecodchild, Mr Tyack was able
to give us a very real picture of life in llarefield - at that time cf dGay.
The Social was well attended both by members and friencs.

On 25th Jammewy mir Vi Hardey gave an interesting talk entitled 'Dating
the rast'. Lrier teliing us of her interest in various items che had
colloacted over the yeers, with the help of Mrs Diedre Vhiteman, Vi began
to date some of the oblects brought aleng by members. 'ith the aid of
reforence books en display we all became involved and I'm sure it was an

enlightening evening for us all.

s I'm sure nost of us know that beth Vi and her husband John have been
unwell., A letter was reccived from Vi whiile convalescent, thanking merbers
for their card and pot plant. Vi also received = letter from Dr. Paunl
3trickland and the Scanner Manegement Committee for the donation of ES

from the Harefield History Society.

Febrvary - The tuseum of London. Recent Archaeclogical Digs in West
Hid:lesex {ftockley Park) - Kr John Cotton

The Stockley Park area has been a "tip' for many vears, Property
Devclopers have now moved in but did arant permission tc The Museum of
Loncon Archaeology departient to work for £ to 10 weeks cn the site.
Evidence of early settlenents were discovered on various sites and from
tiiis information it is possible to build up and reproduce nocels of these
early settlements. (I did see 2 leaflet in the Librery entit led Stockley
Park, viich I intended te look at before this newsletter but perhaps Joan
may be able to fill in the gaps).

March 23rd - History of Buttons - Mrs Miller. This will be the last of
our neetins excert of couvrse for tho

AIMUMAI. GEMERRL MEETING on Monday 27th APRIL to be held in the Library
*ﬂ**tt**#*t#*******ﬁ**w********ﬂ********************ﬁ****t***t*ﬁ*****

at 3 o'clock
kA d Ak kR




FORMER HARPFIELD HEALTH CLWTRI

I meeting was celled by Mr Philip Colehan, Borouch Libkrarian on 1l&th
Februery at harefield Library. FReprescntatives of interested Societies
were present, also Cowncillors Craxton and Abel,

Iir. Colehan evplained that the Council has ncw acouired this building,
but it is thoucht that only half cof it will ke availzable as the rear
hals is unfit fcr use and will probably be pulled down. Hcwever the
front half offers premises almost as large as the existinc library.

It finally transpired tlhat most groups wanted meeting space plus some
storage, and usually in the evenings, oftenonce cr twice a month. The
Playgrcup ancg Youth Groun wculd required space durinc the day, the Youth
roup in evenings as well., It was suggested that the latter might use
the rear half if theyv oifered to renovaite it themselves

211 exhibitions would still take place in the actusl library vhich is to
be improved and carpeted,. with some shelves on casteors, and nrobably
will open on liondays also.

Apart from a meetiro hall, 2 teoilets, one for handicapped people, and
kitchen facilities will bhe provided. 7lse a srall office or interviewinc
room, with space for the Residents Association's copier and typewriter.

Histcry records will be retained in the library ané space will ke
available for a cabinct, so that these are still available for public use.

Yy

Storage for chairs will e providod.

IRFFIVLD HISTORY SOCIETY DBRSEARCH GROUP

The first necsting of this group was held on 6th Decembsr 1286. Meetings
will be held nmonthly and whenevcr possible in the ILibrary so that eny
reference o the existine archives will be realily svailakle, This is
nct a "closed shor” ond any member who feels able to contribute will be
welcomed., Several of cur members already lave projects in hand.

1. Xeith Piercy is prevaring a set of naps of Darefield pre-1900.
o A = I &
2. Leorraine has been workince on Scrap PRooks from 1930

3. Valeric voodwards is working on her Family PHistory and is deoing very
well, I hear.

4. Elona Cuthbertson has coumpleted a manuscript on Farcfield 300 years
acc.

Tiiere were several other suggestions of surveys that members might like
te pursve., The cecond meciting on llth February was held at the Library
and the axchives were studied. These are continually being added to
and there iz a wide f£ield of research tc be done. More research could
result in new publicatiecns. Upgradincg the Hewsletter was suogested or
pul:lishing a separate journal for sale, perhaps twe a year. It wvas |
generally thouahit that the journal should be a separate puklication and
the Newsletter to remain for 'donestic' news. Other societies to be
studicd. The ncxi meeting will be held at the Library on “ednesday

gth Ppril 2t 8 o'clock.



SUMMIR  PROGRAITY 1987

i6th may = Yorcester and Sudeley Castle. Cost £7.00
207 June = Noyal ™anbridge Wells and ever Castle. Cost £6.50
19ty guly - Swakelevs House - Oper Day

26tk Sept. = Chiswick Village - Osterley House - Chiswick House

4th Oct. - Swvakeleys Fouse - Cpen Day.

Plcase contact Robkert Goodchild if vou are interested.

Having cowpleted my three years with the Committee, this is my last
newsletter and I would like to take the opportunity to. thank all the
nenbers who have contributed to it during that tine.

Sincerely, HMaisie Marjorarm,



