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Editorial: i :

Again we st.rt another year of the Society when we can look forward
to some interesting indoor meetings end look back to our Summer visits, for
which we owe a vote of thanks to Pat, our Programme Secretary. The Annual
Genoral Meeting was held on the 22nd April and was well attended, It presented
an opportunity to thank Guy Allen and Valerie ioodwards for stepping into the
breach. We welcomed our new lady Chairperson, Lorraine Piercey and John Rooke
to the Committee. The evening ended with Guy showing and narrating on his
collection of transparencies. Look out Reg!
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PINNER CHALK MINES

To those of us not born and bred in Ilarefield and with scant knowledge
of the wealth of history on our doorstop it sometimes amazes us when various
speakers at our meetings reveal places and events which lie hidden in the area. .

Such a speaker was Mr K. Kirkman who, with the aid of his excellent slides,
disclosed the existence of the Pinner Chalk Mines vhich lie beneath our feet 50-
60ft. deep as we wolk or motor along the Uxbridge Road. Begun in the 17th
Century and reaching its peak in Victorian times thay are still in a marvellous.
state of nreservation ond until recently open to wviewing by the public.

The network of galleries stretching for miles and reached by narrow shafts
5ft. in diameter showed up in the slidos like works of art and at times looked
for all the world like the interior of a cathedral. )

Working for long hours ~nd in scmi-dorkness miners spent the whole of their
lives hewing out the chalk with nothing but & pick and shovel and by the light
of cendles stuck in alcoves by their sides. The initiuils of sevcoral generations
of the miners have been traces in candle-soot on the roof of the galleries, and
this in itself makes an imnrassive study. From these initials, dates and various
tally-marks much knowledge of how the mines were worked was gleanecd.

It was a most interesting talk which we all thoroughly enjoyed.

Harry King

BRE"ING AND BRE“ERIES

On 25th March, we had a most unusual but neverthcleoss most interesting
talk giwen by,Mr M. Cornell, a Herefordshire man. He commenced with the
manner in which the various stages of the basic ingredient - barley - was
treated, before the yecast was added. This started fermentation, during which
carbon dioxide was given off as the alcohol was created; The difference between
ales, beers, lagers and stouts was explained, as was the wide range of colours
secn in the many products.

He then. traced the original making of the alcoholic boverage from the early
Egyptian times, through the pre Roman eras the Dark Ages, and in particular tho
18th and 19th centuries. hile the ori;'inal brewing in this country was to
supply probally a dozen people, breverics then sprung up over the country to
supply licenced houscs in a particular arcz; there was in Park Lane, Harefield
a brewery. Now, only six major breowerics provide the wide variety of beers for
the whole country, plus a large export tradec.

Enid Neave
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LOOKING BACK TO THE SUMMER PROGRA!Mi

Saturday 4th May - Stamford ond Rockingham Coetle

STAMI'ORD is in the County of Lincolnshiro on the River "elland. It is an
ancient and historic town which achieved special importance during the coaching
boom from its position on the Groat North Road and r:tains a large number of 17th
and 18th century houses. Today Stamford is a Market town of some 16.000 inhabi-
tants, a town where thriving modern commercinl activity goes hand-in-hand with
ancient charm, without despoil to eithor. (I must say I was a little taken aback
when I hoaded towards a church in the shopping prccinct to find it occupied by
the Anglia Building Society). Despite this there are still 600 buildings of
Archaeological or Historic importance plus Burghley House and the grave of Daniel
Lambert who weighed 52 stone 11 pounds. Sir Malcolm Sargent who was o Freeman
of Stamford is buried in Stamford Cemetury. (A1l the above was gleaned from the
Tourist Information Centre leaflet issued on the coach).  ROCKINGHAM CASTLE one
of the charming family homes, looks out over the "lelland Valley (a 1ittlo misty
as I recall). The Church lics outside the Castle walls and overlooks the
Village, one path leads from tho Castlec to the Church and then continues down

to the Village which lios in a hollow below. | The Watsons of Rockingham can
trace their ancestry te William the Lion, King of Scotlund in the 13C. In the
brochure there is a photograph of tho proscnt family standing at the front entrance
all of whom take an intercst in the running of the Castle and the Estate which
supplies the whoerowithal for tho upkccp of the Castle and groun’s. Anyone who
invested in a copy of the brochure has, I would say, a Collecctor's item. It is
by far the most attractively presented onc I've scen,

Maisic Marjoram

i0Oth June - Guided tour of the Var-time Operations Room — RAF U xbridge.
15th/16th June - Open Days Park Lodge Farm and Knightscote Farm Muscum

I am not able to comment ~n these two items, if anyone would like to make a
contribution to the next Newsletter, it would be welcomc. The Newsletter is

opon to All members of .the Society.

13th July - 'inslow Hall and timc in the Town

(vie again) A very pleasant coach ride through tho Bucks countryside brought us

to Winslow Hall built in 1700. A typical Wrcn design it was built for Sir William
Lowndes, onc time Secretary to the Treasury and originator of'takc carc of the
pennics' etc. or so it was suggested by the lady who gave us a very detailed and
interesting talk about the housc and its occupants. The prcscnt owners, Sir Edward
and Lady Tomkins werc away but it really did sccm like 'open house'to the Harefield
History Socicty. Our eyes werc grected with a. brilliant display of sweet poas
grown in the garden there. As we passed through the rooms, which were not large

by comparison with somc houses, there was a 'lived-in' feoecling, cspecially when

we were allowed to visit thc bedrooms, one of which I remember had a charming
four-poster bed and the decor was bluc and white. The displays of 18th century
furniture and the ChincscArt was a reoal fecast. An intercsting featurc of the house
was the four chimneys through the centre which supplied all the fireplaces, some

of which were in the centre of the larger rooms and in tho corner of the smaller
rooms, a Wron typc of contral hcating along with thc light from many windows. My
fascination is alwaye the curtains with their drapes and swags. ifle didn‘t have
too much time for the village of Winslow (espccially thosc that wore busy devouring
a cream tea) but we did make a visit to the Parish Church of St. Lawrcnce where

we werc reccived by the Viecar who told us of somc of its history. It was a hot
sunny day and wc onjoyed very much tho tea in the garden at Winslow Hall and were
able to walk round the gardens or visit tho Chapel until it was timc for tho coach.

Tth Scptember - Guildford and noarby Loscley House Yot to come.

19th Scptember - Our W,li,A., Local History Class should be underway, but there is
still time to join. Thursday evenings in thc Library 8-10pm.
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8.B.C. DOMESDAY PROJECT

During June and July somo meombers hove collooted info;mat1on for tho above project,
which is a nationwide plan to record current information to form a computer disec
available to univorsities, schools and libraries for the use of studznts. The work
in Hareficld area is being donc by Dennis Trebble, Head of Geography at Morchant
Taylors School; (Harcfiecld schools, we were told, wcrc unable to undortake it).

A good doal of work had alrcady boen done by the boys when our offer to help was
made. We then collected doteails and. facts under various headings and this was put
into the computer. Copies of the print-out for Harcficld will be available for
members to read later one

SURVEY OF ANCIENT BARNS

Wo were asked by theo Society for Protection of Ancient Buildings to complete a
questionaire on cach of the barns in our arca built before 1830, this is part of
a nationwide survey.
Gwen Tho:as procecded to contact farmers and owners to gct pcrmission to examino
and measure their barns, along with any other old farm buildings therc might be
nearby. Not once wore woe refuscd access. Some we were ablc to do on foot, but
David Neave drove us to morc distant ones, so cutting down the cffort and time.
Cripps and Colney barns worc surveyed by Lorraine and Keith Peircey. Reg No:l
accompaniced us on onc trip.

The barns surveycd woro-—

Highway Bourne Springwill Cripps Colney éhophords Hill
0ld Clack Farm St. Lconards Langloy Knightscoto
Dairy Farm

Some barns were in good condition. though thesc were the ones owned by people

not involved in farming as & carecr. Most farmers told vs thecy could not face the
costs of repair, oven with grants, and tho best they could do was to shore up
decayed beams and put on alternative roofing mercly to keep out the rain.  .Most
barns were missing somec timbers, some wore replaced with iron brackets or nailcd

up planks. Some roof bearing *+imbers werc shored with concrete. Sad to see, but
the only way the farmer could keep his barn in existcnce. Two of our barns have,
we learn, just been pronounced 'boyond repair', and will thereforc fall down.

On some visits we werc welcomes into thc house and in two instances were shown
anciert open hcarths, onc with bread ovon and two with .salt cupboards. In almost
every case we were able to chat to the owncr about their farm. Some barns were
originally threshing barns with a high entry porch on onc of the bays through which
the horsc pulled the wagon piled high with the corn. A smallcr oxit opposito
allow:d the horsc to be unharnessed and led out. In a fow cascs we found remnants
of the stonc throushing floor. Granaries werc smaller buildings usually placed high
on stonc staddles. Ono of thesc has just boon placed at Langlcy Farm, it can bo
scon from thc road. This granary has been rcscued by the GLC. and transported
whole on a lorry from Denham. Work is now in progress to repair its roof etc. and
to make some ncw staddlecs to rcplacc those missing.

At thc last visit we madc we were followed closcly on our way out by thrco straggly
lonking goslings, and we had to go back to deliver them to their owner.

Gwon Thomas and Margarot Evans

WINTER _PROGRAMME in the Library — all meoutings start at 8pm.
1985
September 23rd Mrs P Chancc — 'Smithficlds’

October  28th WEA Membors - A look at Haroficld's past
November 25th lir Hinchliffe - Gillcs, Master Cutlcr of Uxbridge

No meeting in Decembor

1986
January 8th Annual Social at Hareficld Cricket Club

January 2Tth Mr Hemmings of British Watcrways - Canals in Britain
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1986
February 24th

March 24th
April 25*h

1985  COMMITTEE MEMBIRS

CHAIRWOMAN

SECRETARY

TREASURER

PROGRANIE SECRiTARY

PUBLICITY

COMMITTAE MEMBERS

Pat Ashby is still our rcpresentative on the Conscrvation Panel and reports

Annual Geonoral Mecting

Torraine Pierceoy
Hillside, Park Lanc.
Tel: Harcfield 2371

Margarct Evans,
4 Hell Drive,
Tel: Haroticld 3020

Reg Neil
9 Hillside,
Tel: Horefiold 3414

Pat Boobyer
38 Hall Drive,
Tcl: Haroficld 3084

Joan Thirkcttlo
44 Hell Drive,
Tel:; Harofield 2120

Maisic Marjoram
T The Furrows,
Tel: Haroficld 3341

Vi Hardey
23 Hall Drive,
Tel: Harcfiold 2288

Mr Roomc —~ Conservation and licology

Mrs Dufton - History of Pottory and Porcelain

PO SSRGS EOASSSMSAALDSS LGS SHLEEMMESS S 6

John Rooko
14 Springwood Closec
Tel: Harcficld 3426

back to tho Committec when any releovant matters arisc.

N.B. I accopt all rcsponsibility for typing orrors. M.M.



