


















































audience could remember these developments, as could they the
library’s 25" anniversary in 1976, plus key names like Mr Colehan
(Borough Librarian) and Deirdre Whiteman (Harefield’s librarian-in-
charge).

Moving on to the 80s, a library boat trip on the canal and children’s
activities in 1989 reminded us that libraries are not always just ‘books,
books, books’, but are hubs of social activity and learning development
centres in broader ways, too. From 1991, there was a lovely picture of
the children’s library decorated for Christmas, including lots of
snowmen and hanging snowflakes!

Interestingly, computers would have come in for use by counter staff by
this stage, probably since the late 80s, but perhaps not for the public.
None is featured in the children’s library area, anyway! ‘The
Information Highway’, as it was then known, had still to be fully
unfurled in the UK and its public libraries!

Slipping back in time again to the spring quarter, April-June 1958,
Lara discussed the relevance of a sheet of statistics for issues of adult
fiction and non-fiction. The figures themselves were rather quaintly
typed by an ‘old school’ manual typewriter, with fountain pen
corrections and rubber stamping to boot!

Again, this is a reminder of the pre-computer age, and also of how
numbers of transactions have risen immensely over the decades; how
on earth would we cope today with the tray and ticket system of
yesteryear, especially if we dropped them clumsily?!? Computers do
have their good points, after alll

The last two slides were also poignant, instructive and nostalgic: a
2002 image of The A team’, Eileen Smyth, Marjorie Ward and Ruth
Lindsay, followed by ‘Harefield Library Now’ in the 21 century, its
newer staff and activities emphasised here.

Lara then wound up proceedings with a reminder that libraries have
grown and changed to both fit and be moulded by community needs,
leaving us to ponder what the future holds with an ‘Any Questlons?’
coda. The idea of ‘Use it or Lose it!’ came obviously to the
fore here and we trust that Harefield library will continue
to evolve positively for many decades to come.

Len Barron
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SOCIETY VISIT to the
HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT
10* November, 2015

Article and Sketch by Will Spencer

Our early morning tour was jeopardised by the
vagaries of our public transport system. The
first group to arrive were closely cross
examined by The Gatekeepers, but grudgingly
allowed through to the severe security check-
in procedures for visitors. My penknife was
taken away and labelled for collection on departure. Gone are the days
when one just strolled in off the street to behold the proceedings of the
Mother of All Parliaments. At least those in this initial group could
enjoy a coffee in the visitors’ restaurant whilst waiting for the others to
arrive.

It also gave a moment to absorb the atmosphere of the place whilst
standing in the vast space of the medieval Westminster Hall, which
survived the fire of 1834 along with the Cloisters of St Stephen’s, the
Chapel of St Mary Undercroft and the Jewel Tower. It is thought that
the site, then safely on Thorney Island, has been used as the residence
of royalty from as far back as Canute the Great (1016-1035). However,
the original palace was built later during William II's reign. Part was
destroyed by the fire in 1512, and Henry VIII, the then incumbent, had
to ‘borrow’ Cardinal Wolsey’s York Palace to set up home. In the 13t
century the Old Palace became not only a royal residence but also the
Parliament of England. The Royal Courts of Justice were also attached
around this time. Following the 16" century fire the Old Palace was
rebuilt with Westminster Hall at its heart. The Hall is the main part
which survives to the present day.

Our party was now complete and the Visitor Administrator gathered us
together, provided a guide and off we set to tour the New Palace.
Following the second fire, Architect Charles Barry won the
reconstruction competition with his Gothic Revival design, popular at
the time. This fellow, although a classicist by preference, was put on
the list of entrants due to his previous records, one building of which
was King Edward’s School in Birmingham located in the city centre.
The building has been demolished apart from the chapel, which was
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taken apart stone by stone and incorporated into the rebuilt
establishment next to Birmingham University Campus. [ only know
this because | went to the school and helped make the chapel furniture
in stout English oak.

Barry’s design for the new Houses of Parliament included 1100 rooms,
100 staircases and 3 miles of passages grouped round many
courtyards on part reclaimed land between Westminster Hall and the
river. The Thames frontage is particularly impressive, culminating at
the bridge end with Elizabeth Clock Tower, more usually known as Big
Ben for its 16 ton bell. Having won his £1,500 prize, Barry set to,

. . . . joined by Augustus
//+ W.N. Pugin, an
ﬁf;’f architect of similar

/. style, who designed

much of the Gothic

stone detailing and
most of the interior
decorations and
furniture. Work
started in 1840
and with many
delays and cost
overruns took 30
years to complete
the major part of
what we see today,
by which time both
architects had
died, Barry with a
Knighthood. Ohers
took up the
cudgels and bits
and pieces have
been added
through the
remaining 19t
century and on
oy Piags into the 20
PRIACE oF WESTUW STER, Mo 6 ' - century. Major
restoration works
are now underway
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at staggering cost. The complex was listed Grade 1 in 1970 and it
became part of a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1987.

Our tour first took us up two large staircases into St Stephen’s lobby
and then up another into St Stephen’s Hall, the sides flanked by many
statues of past Prime Ministers (see sketch). This led us into the
pivotal Central Lobby, with one side leading to the House of Commons
and opposite on the other to the House of Lords. We were steered down
Peers Corridor into the latter complex, circumnavigating the Chamber
to the Victoria Hall and Royal Gallery beyond. On the return we were
allowed in The Lords itself, and sat on the red leather seats whilst
learning more of its arcane procedures evolved over the centuries. The
Commons chamber was not available during the tour, so we were
brought back to Central Lobby. This was originally called the Octagon
Hall due to its shape, where our guide released us to pick up the next

group.

Those in the know advised that if we stayed among the gathering crowd
we would be witness to the Speaker of the House with his clerks and
entourage making his stately progress through the Hall to the
Commons, which duly happened and was most impressive. Nick Hurd,
our MP joined us at this point, looking very presentable in the House’s
formal dress code of shirt, tie and suit.

He kindly helped in our quest to join a time slot to access the Visitors’
Gallery. At the appointed time we climbed yet more stairs under the
watchful eye of the Ushers and took our places, gazing down through
bullet proof glass to the green leather seated Chamber below.
Proceedings for the day were already underway, which were clearly
audible through the speaker system. MP Anne Soubry, Conservative
Minister for Small Business was putting the Government’s case across
to only a modest collection of her fellows. The Frenchman with his
family sitting next to me was bemused by Members on all sides of the
House standing up for a few seconds and then sitting down. My
explanation that they wished to make comment and the up-down
motion registered their wish and the hope that the Speaker would call
them to contribute seemed to satisfy him. For then he was keen to
know if | wished to remain in the EU or not.

The morning concluded with lunch for some in the Visitors’ Restaurant,
having already tasted the way we are governed, followed by a walk
round the small exhibition area and a visit to the shop. The homeward
journey proved less traumatic.
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Winter & Spring Programme
2016/2017

26!t September 2016
Professor Dany Nobus
The First 50 Years 1966 - 2016
The Story of Brunel University

24th October 2016
[an Smales
The Middlesex Regiment (the Die-Hards)

28th November 2016
Nick Hardey
History of the Orchestra

2017

23rd January 2017
Andy Harris
Harefield — a personal perspective

27tk February 2017
Justine Bayley
The Great Barn at Harmondsworth
Past, Present and Future

27ttt March 2017
Professor James Knowles
Alice, Countess of Derby and Harefield
Myths, Marriages and Milton

24t April 2017
Annual General Meeting
Followed by something interesting
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on most things, but your sight
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Opticians

33 High Street | Harefield | Middlesex UBS GEBX
Tel:01895 546 274 | www.harefieldopticians.co.uk

WE SPECIALISE IN FITTING NEW LENSES TO
YOUR EXISTING FRAMES - WHILE YOU WAIT!

Email: home@harefieldoplticians.co.uk




HAREFIELD HISTORY
SOCIETY

Meetings on the fourth Monday monthly from
September to April (except December)

at the

Park Lane Village Centre,
Harefield,

commencing at 8pm.
Chairman: Lorraine Piercy, (01895 822371)

Secretary: Charles Hampshire (01895 821351)
4 Barrington Drive
Harefield
UB9 6RL

Treasurer: Janet Williams, (01895 820304)

Magazine Editor:
Gordon Isaacs (01895 825501) ) CONTRIBUTIONS WELCOMED

e-mail: maygor@btinternet.com )




